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m, AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1-8. (Canceled) 

9. (Currently Amended) A process for the production of an L-amino acid 
comprising: 

a) culturing a corynefoim bacterium under conditions suitable for overexpression of 
the sigE gene having the nucleic acid sequence as set forth in SEQ ID NO: 1 and onooding a 
p ul ypapt i do h avin g nn n m i nn n nri ^Aqnf nr" ''"^ ^^^^ ' ^ ^^ ^ "^^^ ^ - 

b) enriching tho modium or the collo of the ba c torium; and 
G)(b) isolating the L-amino acid, 

wherein overexpression occurs bv increasing the cqdv num ber of said gene or 
f> perativelv linking said gen e to a nromoter. 

10-11. (Canceled) 

12. (Currently Amended) A The process according to claim 9, wherein said 
coryneform bacteria have been transformed with a plasmid vector which comprises the 
nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID NO: 1 . 

13-14. (Canceled) 

15. (Currently Amended) The process according to claim 9, heroin in a C 
^Ziirmjijc rmi -itrm'n^ rn- t^nrn nf tb^ fyrth er comnrising overexpre$$iiifi a C ^luramicum 
goacs gene selected from the group consisting of io ovcroJtprooQcd : 

fee dapA a gene which codes for dihydrodipicolinate synthase, 
the gap a gene which codes for glyceraldehyde 3-phosphate 
dehydrogenase^ 

tfaetpi a gene which codes for triose phosphate isomerase, 
fecpgk ^ gene which codes for 3-phosphoglycerate kinase, 
tho 2wf a gene which codes for glucose 6-phosphate dehydrogenase, 
ihopyc a gene which codes for pyruvate carboxylase, 
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(g) the mqo a gene which codes for malate-quinone oxidoreductase, 

(h) tho ly^jC a gene which codes for aspanate kinase, 

(i) fe c - lysE a gene coding which codes for a protein for lysin e e xport that exports 
Ivsi^ae- 

(j) tho horn a gene which codes for homoserine dehydrogenase, 
^jyk> fe e 4 1vA a gene which codes for threonine dehydratase:, 
^(XX tho ilvBN_a gene which codes for acetohydroxy-acid synthase, and 
ff^m) tho ilvD g gene which codes for dihydroxy-acid dehydratase, r^ad 
(ffi) tho gV i ^Ql a gcno which cpdos for tho Zwal protein. 



16. (Currently Amended) A proc e ss ao claimed in claim 0 The process according 
to claim 9- finther comprising deleting a whoroin in a C sxluiamicum strain, ono or more of 
^ r?. fflutamicum genes gene selected from the group is dolcted consisting of: 

(a) the pck a gene which codes for phosphoenol pyruvate carboxykinase, 

th e pgi a gene which codes for glucose 6-phosphate isomerase, and 
(c) tho poxB a gene which codes for pyruvate oxidase. and 
^ zwri2 a gcno which codoo fef - th e Zwa2 prot e in ^ 

17. (Canceled) 

1 8. (Currently Amended) A process according to claim 9, wherein said 
coryneform bacteria are of the species Corynebacterinm glutamicum, 

19-20. (Canceled) 

21 . (Previously Presented) The process according to claim 9, wherein said L- 
amino acid is L-lysine. 

22. (Cuirently Amended) ^F ho proc e ca n c ro r Hi ng to claim 9, wher e in sa i d 
nucleotide 5"t ^,- . r.r^rfi rnTnpnv. B ^ . A orocessjfo^ the pr o duction of anL-amino acid comprising: 

£a} ctilturing a corvneform bacteria under condi tions suitable for overexpression 
of a nucleic acid comprising nucleotides 302 to 949 of SEQ ID NO: l;and 
£b) isolating th ^ J rfi"^!F^o acid 
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wherein overexpression occurs by increasing the cotyy niuober of sa id nucleic acid or 
operativelv linking said nucleic a cid to a promoter. 

23- (Currently Amended) A process for producing L-amino acids comprising: 

a) transforming a coryneform bacterium with a vector which includes a sigE 
gene having the polynucleotide sequence of SEQ ID NO: 1, wherein said sigE gene is under 
control of a promoter which allows the ovcr e xprcooion of pveyexpressed by increasinp ; the 
copy number or operativelv linking said sigE gene with a promoter: 

b) culturing said bacterium in a medium suitable for expression of the sigE 
gene to thereby produce L-amino acids; and 

c) isolating the L-amino acids. 

24. (Currendy Amended) A method for the preparation of L-amino acids, 
comprising: 

culturing coryneform bacteria, which include an overexprcssed sigE gene 
having a polynucleotide sequence which encodes the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO: 2, 
in a medium suitable for the expression of sigE to thereby produce L-amino acids wherein 
overexoression of the sigE gene is accomplishe d by inc reasing the cop y number of said ^ene 
or operativelv linking said gen e to a promoter. 

25. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 24, further comprising 
isolating the L-amino acids. 

26. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 24, wherein the 
bacteria have been transformed with a plasmid vector which comprises the nucleotide 
sequence of SEQ ID NO: 1 . 

27- (Previoxxsly Presented) The method according to claim 24, wherein the 
coryneform bacteria produce L-lysine. 

28, (Currently Amended) A The method according to claim 24, wherein the 
bacteria are Corynebacterium glutamicum. 
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^ * 29. *^ (New) The method according to claim 24, further comprising ovexpressing a 
C. glutamicum gene selected from the group consistong of: 

(a) a gene which codes for dihydrodipicolinate synthase, 

(b) a gene which codes for glyceraldehyde 3-pho5phate dehydrogenase, 

(c) a gene which codes for triose phosphate isomerase, 

(d) a gene which codes for 3 -phosphogly cerate kinase, 

(e) a gene which codes for glucose 6-phosphate dehydrogenase, 

(f) a gene which codes for pyruvate carboxylase, 

(g) a gene which codes for malatc-qxiinone oxidoreductase, 

(h) a gene which codes for aspartate kinase, 

(i) a gene which codes for a protein that exports lysine, 
(j) a gene which codes for homoserine dehydrogenase, 
(k) a gene which codes for threonine dehydratase, 

(1) a gene which codes for acetohydroxy-acid synthase, and 

(m) a gene which codes for dihydroxy-acid dehyrdratase, 

30. (New) The method according to claim 24, fbither comprisii^ deleting a C 
glutamicum gene selected from the group consisting of: 

(a) a gene which codes for phosphoenol pyruvate carboxykinase; 

(b) a gene which codes for glucose 6-phosphate isomerase; and 

(c) a gene which codes for pyruvate oxidase. 
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